Another book about Lamborghini – why? Yes, that
could be the first reaction of the readers, and it
would also be justified, because numerous books
have already been published about the brand with
the bull. Undoubtedly, most of these books have
covered almost everything about Ferruccio
Lamborghini, the great Lamborghini models, the
men and women who have been associated with
the brand, the many stories, legends, myths and
anecdotes surrounding these specialized niches –
Automaker rank that has such a rich and storied
history to tell.
But none have focused on the most important
aspect that has made Lamborghini so famous: its
amazing design history. Although legendary test
driver Valentino Balboni was quoted as saying that
Lamborghini mainly made engines and the
designer's job was simply to create a shell for that
engine, these are what everyone sees and is
attracted to, or repelled by, the extraordinary
shapes that have always encased these fantastic
powerhouses.
It was the outstanding design of the models that set
Lamborghini apart from its numerous competitors.
It was models that set standards such as the Miura,
Espada, Urraco, Countach and Diablo that established Lamborghini's exceptional reputation and laid
the foundation for one of the most coveted brands in the world.
In the course of the long and eventful history of Automobili Lamborghini, in which numerous production
models and several concept vehicles and one-offs were created, seven designers either designed them
themselves or led the team that designed almost all Lamborghini. Five of them are still alive, and the
authors spoke and discussed with all five, at length, how they conceived and designed the cars they
designed and how they managed the process of prototyping and developing those designs. These
designers and design chiefs – Marcello Gandini, Luc Donckerwolke, Walter De Silva, Filippo Perini and
current Lamborghini Design Chief, Mitja Borkert – provided an insight into the how, why and what of the
conception, the considerations, the philosophy and the design DNA of a brand that has always been at
the forefront of automotive design.
Not all Lamborghini designs were necessarily extraordinary, some were even mundane, and some
were exaggerated or provocative in their details, but most have amazed automotive enthusiasts and
non-enthusiasts alike by their innovativeness, break with convention and distinctiveness. A Lamborghini
looks like no other car in the world.
To better understand this phenomenon, author Gautam Sen, with the support of two Lamborghini
enthusiasts/historians, Branko Radovinovic and Kaare Byberg, decided to write this book.

